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ü Place refuse and recycling out 

only on morning of scheduled 
collection. Empty and flatten all 
cardboard boxes placed out for 
recycling collection

ü Sign up for FREDALERT 

www.fredericksburgalert.com 
for holiday and weather-related 
trash and recycling schedule 
changes 

ü Do not use public trash barrels 

for business or residence refuse

ü Provide and maintain a proper 

container for cigarette butts. 
Sweep sidewalk debris into a 
dustpan rather than into gutter

ü In winter, snow must be cleared 

from sidewalk within 12 hours 
and sand (not salt) should be 
used on ice
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Place refuse and recycling out only on morning of 
scheduled collection

Empty and flatten all cardboard boxes placed out 
for recycling collection

Sign up at www.fredericksburgalert.com for 
FREDALERT to find holiday and weather-related 
trash and recycling schedule changes 

Do not use public trash barrels for business or 
residence refuse

Provide and maintain a proper container for 
cigarette butts 

In winter, snow must be cleared from sidewalk 
within 12 hours and sand (not salt) should be 
used on ice 

 

Refuse placed out the night before collection is subject to 
wind, rain, animals and vandalism for many hours before it is 
collected. Piles of trash on the sidewalk also do not present 
a favorable atmosphere for patrons of restaurants and other 
businesses in the evening. The Public Works Department 
schedules refuse collection in the downtown late enough in 
the morning to allow merchants to arrive at their shops at a 
reasonable hour and place their refuse out for collection. 
When placing refuse out for collection, please do not place it 
in a trash can or other receptacle not intended to be 
removed with the refuse.

The City strongly encourages merchants to participate in the 
weekly (Wednesday) recycling collection. However, the crew 
that collects the boxes is not able to collect boxes full of 
packing “peanuts” or other refuse. By flattening the boxes, 
merchants permit the collection of a larger volume of boxes 
in the vehicle used for this purpose, thus streamlining the 
process.

 Habits are hard to break, but trash and recycling collection 
schedule can change and it is important (and your 
responsibility) to stay informed on the schedule. The most 
frequent change in schedule is for a holiday. Because 
holidays are also days more visitors can be downtown, it is 
vital that trash not be left sitting on curb for collection on the 
wrong day. 

Not only does the placement of bags of trash in the public 
trash barrels take up valuable space in the barrels, it is a 
violation of the City Code to dispose of business/household 
refuse in this manner. The public trash barrels are for the use 
of pedestrians to dispose of drink cups, food wrappers, etc. 
Also, restaurants should arrange for another manner of 
disposal of materials used by patrons of their sidewalk cafes.

Many merchants and restaurants understandably prohibit 
smoking in their establishments. An unfortunate effect is that 
employees and patrons smoke outside on the sidewalk and 
then dispose of their cigarette butts on the sidewalk or in the 
gutter. Merchants should reduce this problem by providing 
and maintaining an appropriate container for disposal of 
cigarette butts.  Debris swept from the sidewalk into the 
gutter requires additional resources to collect and is often 
more difficult to collect because of nearby parked cars. The 
public trash receptacles may be used to dispose of debris 
collected in a dust pan.

City code dictates property owners, merchants and residents 
must remove snow from adjacent sidewalks within 12 hours. 
Sand or Magnesium Chloride (available in Home 
Improvement Stores) may be applied to provide traction for 
pedestrians. Do not use salt....salt discolors the brick 
sidewalks and the white residue is very difficult to remove.
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